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, | | Reported Dates of papers received Rawanxs. Co 
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/ | — — g ] 2 
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8 10 — ay oan * , | Bhowanipore, Calcutta os June 1906. as ie 
3 |“ Prachar” * oes | | 
Fortnightly. ö ‘ee 
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Dai ly. 
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2 | “Hindi Bangavasi” Ss See 3,000 2nd July 1906. 
i . Hitavarta . oe ove Ditto ees eee 4.000 lst ditto. 
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7 |“ Education Gazette” .. pa 2,000 | 29th June 1906. 
8 | “Howrah Hitaishi“ . | Howrah ... — 600 | 80th _ ditto. 
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12 | “Prasun”’ 5 ... | Katwa ies 600 | 29th June 1906. 
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BENGALIe Prgsrpency Division. 
Monthly. 
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| 
Weekly. 
1 | “ Banga Ratna ”’ Renaghat “oi 3 0s Zad July 1906. 
2 | “ Hitasadhak’”’ . I Alipore ... bea 1 3 
3 | “ Jasohar’’ yon e Jessore ian 1,600 | 27th June 1906. 
4 | “Khulna” . „„ | Khulna ... ons 200 3 
5 [„ Thulnavas i: 3 ai 200 | 30th June 1906. 
6 |“ Murshidabad Hitaishi”’ ... | Saidabad ... was 800 | 27th ditto. 
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8 [ Nadia” 5 e Krishnagar 4 260 | 80th June 1906. 
. 9 | “ Pratikar” ais see a eee 600 sinh wal 
| 
Urrya. Orissa Division. 
Weekly. 
1 |« Garjatbasini ” „ Talcher ve oan oes 28rd June 1906. 
85 — re ... Baripada se 8 25th ditto. 
$ [ “Sambalpur Hitaishini ” ...| Bamra__ = 3 23rd ditto. 
4 | ‘*Samvad Vahika „ | Balasore ... ins 400 | 2ist ditto. 
5 | “Star of Utkal ” „„ | Outtack ... es anual sie’ 
6 | “Onya and N avasamvad " Ditto ree 400 | 20th J une 1906. 
7 | “Utkal D ... | Sambalpur om 1 mnie 
8 | “ Utkaldipi 7 „ | Cuttack ... ‘ie 645 | 23rd June 1906. 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
% Jagadis Samachar "’ 
Hyp. Patna Division. 
Monthly. : 
„Lakshmi U padesh Labri“ Aurangabad, Gaya 6e soe eee 
Fortnightly. 
1 „Bihar Bandhu oy ee —7, ees esesee ’ eee eee 
2 [Jain Gajat ... | Arrah } ve 444 | 24th June 1906. 
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Weekly, | 
1 | “Siksha ” ove . | Bankipur 0 260 | 21st and 28th June 1906. 
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Patwa Drvisior— | + 
Urvv. conel : 
Weekly. a 
1 “Al Punch eee eee Bankipore eee 200 0% %% 
BENGAL. OROTA Nero | 
Weekly Division. 
1 46 bh 0 3 eee Purulia eee eee 500 Srd July 1906. 
91 2 5 „ a 0 200 | 2nd ditto. 
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Fortnightly. 
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Weekly. 
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3 |“ pabna Hitaishi” „„ Pabna .... we $00 | 27th June 1906. 
4 | “Rangpur Dik Prakash” ... I ccs ons 7,480 —— 
5 | “Rangpur Vertaraba „ Ditto ase 700 | 29th July 1906. 
6 = Swadesh Hitaishi = 56 Ditto eee 500 1,163 coe 000 
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Fortnightly. 
1 |‘ Faridpur Hitaishioi”  ... | Faridpur sed 937 — 
2 |“ Goalundo Surhid”’ «. | Pangea ‘ns 28 3 i 
3 |“ Santi” a eo. | Madaripur ve 660 | 29th June 1906. 
Weekly. 
: * a, Hitaishi si coe | Barisal eee 400 eae ree 
% Bikas sie coo Da. ane 500 sedans 
3 | “Charu Mihir ” „ | Mymensingh N 8 1,000 | 26th June 1906. 
4 | * Dacca Prakash vee | Dacca iia 670 | lst July 1906. 
5 [ Kasipur Nivasi ”’ eee | Barisal 855 1,000 | 27th June 1906, 
6 | ‘* Swadesh Sampad ”’ > | Mymensingh * 700 ous eep 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. Be f 
1 | “ Dacca Gasette woe | Dacca eis 560 | 2nd July 1906. 
Beneatt, Cuarrracone Divisioy. 
Tri- monthly. 
1 J“ Suhrid aie soe | NOakhali 5 600 | 24th June 1908. 
Weekly. | a 
: i . | Brahmanberia ‘a . 80th June 1906. 
” Hitavarta eee eee Mu ar 2 eee eee cee 
3 |“ Jyoti” me Chittagong I, 100 to 1. 300 28th June 1906, 
4 |“ Sansodhini” ... | _ Ditto es | 200 to 300 8 
5 [ Tripura Hitaishi „ | Comilla ns 768 3 
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Weekly. 
1 |“ Pratinidhi” .., ws | Comills mh 765 shat 
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0 ponpent of the Dail Hitavadi (Caleutta] of the let July i ) 
A CORRESPON to + wh ii of the police fact thot ening “th a 


7 


Daity Hrrav ant, 


July Int, 1906, 
nm pilgrims who assembled at Serampur on the 
occasion of the Rath Jatra festival, there were many males dressed in female 
clothes, singing indecent songs and otherwise molesting the female 1 5 f 
2. The Nikar [ Contai] of the 2nd July draws attention to the fact that me. 


Crimes in Conta. part of the country in the course of a month only 


(1) The first took place on the 25th May last, the victim being a woman 
of the village of Khajuri 3 | poe 
(2) The second victim wasan old man of 70, a resident of the village 
of Kadua. 5 
(3) The third case was that of Radha Mohan Singh of Egra. 
(4) The fourth was, like the first, that of a woman, murdered on the 
30th June in the village of Syamchak. Pe 


The r concludes by pointing out that it behoves the police to trace out 
the oalpette in these cases, if encouragement to lawlessness is to be avoided. 


no less than four cases of murder occurred in that % , 1906 ; 


(b)——Working of the Courts, 


3. With reference to the withdrawal by Government of the prosecution sann 
against Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji at Barisal, the June 28th, 1906, 
Mr. Surendra Nath Benerj's Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th June remarks that 
„ Sir Bampfylde Fuller has at last come to bis 
senses and awakened to the gravity the misdeeds of which the officials at 
Barisal were guilty. For his action in ordering the withdrawal of this 
prosecution, the public have only come to despise him. Of the unlawful acts 
committed by the Barisal officials, only a tithe came out in the trial before 
Mr. Cargill. All Bengal was in hopes that in the High Court the full ee 
measure of ‘their illegalities, o ions and machinations would be exposed, 
but Sir Bampfyide by withdrawing the prosecution has prevented that from 
happening. He has saved his officials, but the leader of the Indian popular 
party remains baulked of his revenge for the sudden arrest and harrassment 
to which he was subjected. No punishment has been meted out for the serious 
offence of having made use of a solemn court of justice asa veritable child’s 
toy. Whether Mr. Emerson forged the papers of the case, whether Mr. Kemp 
perjured himself—serious questions like these remain unanswered still. ete 
4. The Daily Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 20th June takes the withdrawal parr mieavant, 
fe the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam June mh, 1908. 
cant, Barondra Meth Benerjis of the prosecution against Mr. Surendra Nath | 
Banerji at Barisal, as an admission by that 
Government of defeat and of serious weakness. The on to 
characterise this case as unique in the annals of the Indian courts since the 
establishment of British rule in the country, and probably without a parallel 
even in the régime of the Moguls, described by European historians as notorious 


for oppression. The effect of this case has been to humiliate the Civilians as | 9 
a class in the of Mr. Emerson, add to the ill-repute of the police . 


in the person of Mr. Kemp, and to prove the utter unfitness of Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller for his present office. : 


5. The Samay (Caloutta] 2 the * J ne waiter. of 2 of the ar 
Mr. Surendra Nath B ie , ion of Mr. Surendra J anerji at June , 1906, 
cane at Barisal. | 8 1 under the following head lines:— 


THE AUTHORITIES TURNING TAIL. 
Unsouicirep : RELEASE or Sun pA Banv. 
The paper suggests in this connexion that the fees of Mr. Pugh, the 
Government Counsel, which according to popular rumour amount to Be, 5,000, 
should be paid not out of the Government treasury, but should come from 


“ao ES 


the pockets of Mr. Emerson, whose folly it was that led to all this ex 


Hownak Hiralsul, 
June 80th, 1906. 


BuaRaT Minna, 
Jane 30th, 1906, 


Dacca Prakas, 
July lst, 1906, 


Santi, 
June 29th, 1906, 


DaiLty Hira vp, 
July 2nd, 196. 


JOTI, 


June 28th, 1906. 
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or out of Sir B. Fuller’s, if Mr. Emerson acted under His Honour's orders; 


and, further, that Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji should move the Civil Courts 
for damages against the officials who put him to unnecessary expense and 


The 

Mr. Cargill’s time was a Judge seen to do the wrong he did to save the police 

and the District Magistrate. | ti 
6. The Howrah Hitaishs er of 85 30th June 1 to see in the 
, action of the Government o rn Bengal and 
site 1 Banioal: . in withdrawing the prosecution 3 
Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji at Barisal, a cunning 
device to deprive Mr. Banerji of his chance of obtaining justice from the High 
Court, as well as to save officials like Messrs. Emerson and Kemp, etc., from 
further exposing and perjuring themselves, and the Government itself from the 
risk of incurring censure from that Court and from Purliament. The paper 
concludes by inquiring when the stain will be removed after the blackening 
of the face which Sir B. Fuller and his officials have undergone in connexion 

with this incident. | 

7. The Bharat Mitra Caleta} of the 30th June says that although 
urendra Babu’s retrial would have caused much 
| botheration, yet it would have brought to light the 
various N of the official class and the nature of Sir Fuller’s rule and 


harassment. | | | 
per concludes by expressing the opinion that never before 


Surendra Babu's case. 
the part which he played in the Barisal affair. The case will show official 
high-handedness and the troubles which the public get into in having their 
grievances redressed. 

8. To the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the lst July, the withdrawal of the 

ee ee rosecution against Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji at 
oe oe oe Faden suggests the disquieting reflection that there 
is no sort of redress to be had from the Government 
of India or from the Secretary of State against acts of tyranny committed by 
Provincial Administrations upon humble and helpless citizens. The paper 
professes to be troubled by a doubt as to whether the present oppressive policy 
is approved by the general spirit of the British administration or is merely 
the outcome of the tendencies of an individual and temporary ruler. The 
leaders of political agitation in the country are counselled to take steps to 
remove this doubt. 

The paper concludes by a reference to the wrong inflicted on the tax-payer 
by the expenditure of public money on this unsuccessful prosecution and to the 
necessity of holding somebody personally responsible for this wrong. 

9. A correspondent of the Santi [Madaripur] of the 29th June writes that 
ey a number of Musalmans were brought up by 
a police constable on a charge of selling adulterated 
milk before Babu Chandi Charan Chowdhury, 


case at Barisal. © 


An allegation against an Hono- 
rary Magistrate in Faridpur. 


Honorary Magistrate and Sub-Registrar at Palang, whose judgment, delivered 


off-hand, but not before the accused had been kept in custody for three hours 
to permit the Magistrate having his mid-day nap, was that the men should have 
the milk they carried poured out on their heada the milk-pots tied round their 
necks, and be finally given a dip. And the sentence was then and there 
executed. | : 
10. Referring to the case in which one Mr. Wedell (7), an employé of 
e Messrs, Burn & Co., has been fined one anna only 
„ 8 by the Joint-Magistrate of Howrah for boned 
: _ assaulted a Bengali, the Datly Hitavadé [Calcutta 
of the 2nd July says that so long as the natives will not learn to pay the 
feringis back in their own coin, the latter will continue to insult sik oppress 


them. 
(d) — Educa tion. | 
11. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 28th June deprecates a recommenda- 
1 tion, which popular rumour in Chittagong attributes 
K dst 1 of N N pe to the University Committee of Inspection, namely, 
class dalle. that as Chittagong is too unhealthy to be a suitable 
site for a first grade college, preference should in 


| ( 697 } ! 


ted that it would not work well to 


this matter be given to Comilla. It is N e iw 
eber the claims of a T and rising town like Chittagong in favour of 
a town like Comilla. Comilla, it is true, enjoys. reputation for salubrity, but 


its superiority to Chittagong in this respect is not clearly borne out by an 
. 4 e f the official figures on the subject for the past three or four years. 
The fevers which used to ravage Chittagong in the summer months are now 


things of the past. 


(- Local Self: Government and Municipal Adminiatration, 


12. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 30th June draws the attention of the 


uF a Calcutta municipal authorities to the serious 

. annoyance caused to passers-by and others by 

smell from dead and decomposed bodies of rats, and putrefying entrails of 
dogs and cats in Halliday Street and in the Thanthania quarter of the qty. 


13. The Sandhya Calcutta] of the 2nd July refers to the recent decision | 


of the Calcutta Municipal Commissioners to permit 
Secret meetings in the Calcutta the holding of occasional secret meetings of their 
ä body as most amazing and tyannical, and 
actuated by an intolerance of adverse press criticism of their and their 
subordinates’ misdeeds. 5 
14. The Daily Hitavadi N of the 4th July takes the recent decision 
, of the Calcutta Municipal Commissioners imposing 
Time-limit on speeches snd a time-limit on their speeches and permitting the 
Oma the Calcutta holding of occasional secret meetings, as one that 
completes the work of destroying local self-govern- 
ment in Calcutta, which was begun by Sir Alexander Mackenzie, and converts 
the elected representatives of the rate-payers into figure-heads. This decision 
must also be regarded as the outcome of a desire to prevent adverse criticism 
of the municipal executive and exposure of their misdeeds, and finally as 
opening a way to the introduction of corrupt practices into their body. 
15. A correspondent of the Dasly Hiiavadi Calcutta] of the 3rd July 
Allegations against the Dacca makes the following complaints against “the 
Manicioality and its Chairman, management of the Dacca Municipality, implying 
Khan Bahadur Khajeh Mahomed that the blame for them lies with the present 
ati Chairman of that body, Khan Bahadur K 
Mahomed Yusuff :— . 


(1) Many streets of the town are without lights at night. | 

(2) Almost all the streets and lanes of the town are full of ruts and 
holes, and terribly dusty except during rains. 

(3) Many of re streets are not swept more than twice or thrice a 
month. 


(4) The latrines are sometimes not cleansed by, the municipal meh ter- 


oftener than three or four times in the course of a month. 
Complaints against the offenders bring no redress, but 
oftentimes recoil on the heads of the complainants. | 

(5) Taxes are difficult and often quite impossible to realise from the 
Khan Bahadur’s relatives or from men under his protection. 

(6) The Khan Bahadur, the Chairman of the Municipality, is indebted 
to the Nawab’s family alone to the extent of Rs. 80,000. 
Besides, he has petty debts to cloth sellers, grocers, etc., which 
amount to a respectable sum. Many of these creditors have 
been bribed with berths in the Municipal Office. 


(f }—Questions affecting the land. 


16. A correspondent of the Mihar [Contai] of the 3rd July dwells on the 
| corruption prevailing among the muharrirs now 
. ean engaged in settlement work in that part of the 
Midnapore district in connexion with the enforced attendance of the cultivators 
at the various ‘camps’ for ‘‘buharat” purposes, and with the issue of 
notices against them. , | ; 


Settlement work in Contai. 


Bayeavast, 
June 30th, 1906, 


SANDHYA. 
July and, 1906. 


Dainty Hrravapdt, 


July 4th, 1006. 


Dar Hitavapi, 
July 3rd, 1906, 


hajeh 


Nigar, 
July 3rd, 1906, 


SaNDHYA, 
July 8rd, 1906. 


Sonam, 
June 24th, 1906. 


Cano Min, 
June 26th, 1906. 


MEDINI BANDHAY, 
June 27th, 1906. 


krom men like Sir Jotindra Mohan Tagore, Sir Pradyot Kumar 


or later, the policy at present finding favour with the h 


\(g)—Reilways and Congnunications, including Cunule and Irrigation, 
17. The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 30th June notices a petition to the 
ies actor ag Lieutenant: Governor of Bengal from certain 
ee ‘eminent inhabitants of Bansberia in Hooghly and 
, Tagore 
Raja Peary Mohan Mukerji, ete., pointing out that the station to be called 
Bansberia which is proposed to be constructed on the Hooghly-Cutwa line will 
be, if it is located where it is now proposed to be, about a mile distant from 
the well-known local Mandir (temple), and praying that some other location 
nearer that temple, and therefore more convenient for the many pilgrims who 
visit it, be selected. 0 
18. The ‘Howrah: Hitaishi 8 of the 30th June refers to the 
complaints about third-olass passengers at the new 
gy 3 a Howrah railway station being subjected to 
sons. unlawful restraint and extortion while going to 
purchase their tickets and about the com 4 
certain high railway officials in the matter, which were noticed in detail from 
13 * itavadi in paragraph 22 of the Report on Native Papers for the 30th 
une 1906. oo 
19. The Sandhya [Calcutta = the 3rd July refers to = sentence of a 
| fine of Rs. 25 which, it says, was late! ed on 
ne tioket-ocllecton at Past whe was 
convicted of an attempt to use criminal force towards a helplese Hindustani 
young woman there, as surprisingly lenient, and considers that persons guilt 
of offences of this nature have no claim to be treated with mercy. Rather the 
law in all its severity should be enforced against them. 


(h)— General. 


20. The Swhrid [Noakhali] of the 24th June speaks in igh terms of 


Ur. Clayton, the Magistrate of Noakhali, as a kind 
n enen of een se nan ea official He is helping the distressed 
people within his jurisdiction even from his own. pocket. May he live long. 
21. The Charu Mihir [ Mymensingh] of the 26th June writes that quiet 
will not be restored to New Bengal until a radical 
The . discontent in departure is made from the barbarism of Sir B. 
Eastern Bengal, its causes and ite Fuller and the cunning state-craft of Lord Curzon. 
e As regards Sir Bampfylde's policy, a barbarous 
and ruthless policy like his cannot continue in force for long. No country can 
be governed by brute force for any length of time. As it is, the hideous 
aspect of His Honour’s administrative policy has already come to be recognised 
in England and by the Secretary of State. It may be prophesied that sooner 
oi of the Government. 
of Eastern Bengal and Assam is bound to receive its death-blow. But the 
same c:nnot be said about Lord Curzon’s measures, which, unless and until 
the evil that shrouds them is removed, will not be seen in their native meanness. 
Prestige also is a factor in favour of the ex-Viceroy. Thisis why Mr. Morley 
hesitates to undo the partition, a measure behind which is hidden a fatal poison 
which in time will weaken the whole Bengali race. Is the agitation against 
the partition to be given up in despair, because up to the present it has proved 
abortive? Let all whose faith is weak. seek strength from the example of 
Ireland. Mr. Morley professes to be desirous of allaying the unrest now 
e in Eastern Bengal. He cannot be told too emphatically that it is 
y undoing the partition and by that means alone that he can achieve his 


laudable purpose. 
22. The Medini Bandhav Midnapore) of the 27th June writes that the 
3 ‘hree 1 Credit Societies which here been 
. 0 8 spened in the Balarampore pargana of Midnapore 
1 3 have proved beneficial ie shies the were intended 
to benefit, and that the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Jamini Mohan Mitra, is 
therefore worthy of being commended for having on the 23rd June last 
opened a fourth such society in the same pargana for the benefit of Sunthals, 
Kurmis and other jungle tribes there. 151 
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a Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 20th June writes as follows: 
e 8. In the last Bengal Administration Report the 

The Government and the press. native press has — accused of disseminating 
sedition in the country. It is true that a study of the vernacular newspapers 
sometimes leads people to get dissatisiied with many officials. But there ig 
no help for it, because the chief duties of a newspaper are to discuks the real 
condition of the country, the acts of officials, the income and expenditure of 
the State, etc. The Anglo-Indian press has escaped the censure of the 
Lieutenant-Governor simply because it seldom discusses these matters in a 
spirit of fairness and independence. The Statesman is the only Anglo Indian 


newspaper in Calcutta that does not consider it to be its duty to support the 


Government in almost every case in which the natives are concerned. 
According to us Rama Chandra, the hero of the Ramayana, was an ideal 
ruler, because he devoted himself entirely to the task of securing the age eee 
‘and contentment of his subjects. And our heart’s desire is that the Englis 
should govern us in the way Rama Chandra governed his subjects. But we 
regret to say that in practice the case is far otherwise. People are dying of 
starvation in Eastern Bengal, but if we discuss the question of this distress we 
incur the displeasure of officials. To the English we are no doubt indebted 
for the railways, telegraphic lines, steamships, etc., in the country. But it 
should be remembered that the present epoch of famine in the land also begins 
with the advent of the English in India. The prevalence of distress among a 
few thousand labourers in England has created a violent agitation. But if we 
speak of our starving millions, we are considered rebels by our rulers. 

Do our English rulers give us the NN of constantly singing their 
praise?. When Sir B Fuller announced himself a Shaista Khan, he forgot that 
in the real Shaista Khan’s days rice sold at 8 maunds per rupee, whilst at 
present it is being sold at the rate of Rs. 8 per maund. 

24. The Hitavadi Lee cf the 29th June writes as follows :— 

| In the last paragraph of his reply to the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce’s letter on 
the question of famine in Eastern Bengal, Sir B. 
Fuller says :— 


“T am in conclusion to point out that the hardships which the poorer classes have 
been suffering owing to the unusually high prices which they have had to pay for rice 
have been in some localities aggravated very considerably by a rise in the prices of other 
commoditigs that has been the effect of the methods pursued by those who desire to 
promote the acceptance of swadeshi principles. I am to express a hope that your Ohamber 
will use its influence to discourage a boycott which at the present moment is adding to the 
troubles of the poor.“ 


We do not know whether to praise the presumption of lat Fuller or 
give him credit for his ignorance. Does not Sir Bampfylde know that in 
these days of distress the swudeshi movement is enabling thousands of native 
artisans to earn their livelihood ? | 


The swadeshi movement and the 
famine in Kastern Bengal. 


Sir Bampfylde has sucked the life-blood of the people by quartering 


punitive police forces upon them. The partition has vastly increased the 
administrative expenses of the country. Sir Bampfylde’s tours in the mufassal 
are causing a waste of the people’s money in amusements and festivities. All 
these, it seems, have conduced to the happiness and prosperity of the people. 
And it is the swadesht movement which is alone responsible for the present 
difficulties. What a nice argument! We, of course, know that Sir 
Bampfylde’s responsibilities in the matter of the famine in Eastern Bengal 
will be greatly lightened if he can shift a part of them on to the shoulders 
of the leaders of the swadeshi movement. But the arguments by means of 
which he has been trying to do so ure extremely flimsy and worthless. 
25. Referring to the prevalence of distress in Eastern Bengal, the 
Government and the famine in ame paper Says that the duties of the Govern- 
Eastern Bengal. . | : 
said, “In regard to the duties which humanity 
imposes upom Government, there has not been and will not be any change 
of policy. We say that human life will be eaved at any cost and at ahy 
effort; no man, no woman or child shall die of starvation.” But in the 
famine which occurred in India during Lord Lytton’s rézime, 60 lakhs of 


Hava. 
June 29th, 1906. 


HIZAVADI, 


ment in this connexion are onerous. Lord Lytton — 


4 — = „ = age — 4 
PPC nen a et 
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Samar, 
June 2th, 1906, 


DLT HiTavaD!, 


June 30th, 1906. 


Hirvarta, 
July let, 1906, 
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people died of starvation. Such is the 2. ee between the words and 
actions of the authorities. Lord Northbrook used to say that Government, 


‘when dealing with a famine, should not look to accounts of expenses. But 
Lord Lytton was of opinion that relief should be * ven with economy, and 


his economy had the effect of transporting 60 of people to the next 
world, Do the authorities look to economy when indulging in vast military 
expenses, costly official festivities, and useless missions and expeditions? 
If not. the question of economy should not at all come in when dealing with 
a famine. But the manner in whick Sir B. Fuller is dealing with the famine 
within his jurisdiction will lead to serious loss of life. Every Provincial 
Government has a Famine Insurance Fund at its disposal, the Famine Code 


for its guidance, and officers for doing all that is necessary to the administra- 


tion of famine relief. There are also suspluses in the treasury. It will, 
therefore, be extremely regrettable if Lord Minto shows any indifference ta 
the work of famine relief. Government is in the habit of making light of 
famines at their inning, and in every case such conduct has in the end 
led to serious loss of life and enormous and extravagant public expenditure. 
The public have also their duty towards the famine-stricken inhabitants of 
Eastern Bengal, and should do everything in their power to relieve their 
distress. ä 9 65 


Sir B. Fuller and the present 
agricultural situation in Eastern 


Bengal. 
MURDEROUS ASPECT OF FAMINE. 


DeviuisH ATTITUDE OF THE AUTHORITIES. 


On one side, the authorities have taken to trampling on the subjects; 
on the other, the demoness of famine, with her lolling tongue, is bringing 
hundreds upon hundreds of persons into her fell grasp. As the wind assists 
the fire, so our Fuller shahtb is assisting the demoness of famine with 
merciless and repressive administration. Fuller has not been satisfied with 
drinking the blood of the people of the Central Provinces only. That is 
why, after having gathered demoniac strength from the forests of Kamrup- 
Kamakhya (Assam), he has now set himself to drink the blood of the Bengalis. 
Former administrators used to wield the administrative rod, some with 
roughness and others with subtlety. This one has adopted both the rough 
and subtle methods. He is assaulting with the hand as well as gutting off 
the source of people's livelihood. If such be not his disposition, why should 
he still remain inactive, listening, as he is doing, to the loud wails of all 
classes of Bengal? Twelve years ago when the pressure of famine was felt 
in Eastern Bengal, the authorities on coming to know the condition of things 
in the country, at once took steps to allay its rigours. And now Fuller 
shahib, in spite of having known for a long time the pass to which things 
have come in the country, is betraying indifference in the matter. He declares 
that this famine is the result of the swadeshi agitation, and that if the effects 
of the famine are to be mitigated, the swadeshi agitation will have to be 
stopped. What wonderful logic this! 1 
27. Referring to the e. Senne the Daily Hitavadi [ D of 
the 30th June sarcastically says that the omission 
AA to decorate any of the 1 Sir B. Fuller is 
regrettable, and hopes that on the next occasion Messrs. Emerson, Kemp, 
Cargill, Briscoe and others will receive befitting honours. The Maharaja of 
Dinajpur may will be decorated with a knighthood and some letters of the 
English alphabet. | . 
28. The Hitvar ta ln of the lst J al asks those who rete oo 
, ecelved by the sweet words of Sir Bampfylde Fuller 
* mana — and are at present the enemies of their 3 to 
‘see the miserable plight to which their brethren have just now been reduced. 
They will then understand that the sympathy of B. Sir Fuller is a mere lip- 
ee So long as the partition continues, Eastern Bengal will have a 
Ligutenant-Governor, but the sooner an oppressive, proud and talkative. ruler 
like Sir B. Fuller is dismissed the better. econgratulate him for his sympathy 
towards us, We are, however, sick of his friendship and pray, Good-bye to 
your charity. Recall your dog.“ 1 


26. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 29th June 
writes :-— | 
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, likened the efforts of Mr, Morlay to 
9. Th Ne those of the Engineer” wh 
Mr. Morley and the Indiens. duilt a fort at the foot of a hill, was asked if-he 


meant to remove the hill to render the fort of any use. Ingtead i anaes 


the orders for the partition of Bengal, which is the chief cause of diss 
Mr. Morley is only attempting to do the imponsible by simply inaugurating 
a policy of sympet y towards the people of Bengal, ue ft . tyre 
30. The Daily Hitavadi [Caloutta] of the 2nd July writes as follows :-- 
The swadesht movement, which has to a certain 

The cases in connexion with the extent been successful, is doing an immense service 
6 to India, It is a movement for self- preservation 
on the part of the Indians, It does not clash with the interest of the Emperor. 
It bas not interfered and will never interfere with his revenues. Individual 
Englishmen may be displeased with the Indians, but what is that to the King- 


* „ 


Emperor? The Indians harbour no ill-will towards His Majesty. But the =. 
— in a number of cases recently tried in the law-courts of Bengal show 
that the officials in this province consider the natives as their mortal enemies and 


oppress them in all sorts of ways. These cases which arose out of the walz 


movement are well known to everybody. In many instances the cases were 
instituted by the police on its own initiative, whilst in many others it induced 
private parties to institute prosecutions. A number of students have been 
rusticated and some teachers have been dismissed for their connexion with the 
swadeshi movement. Many an innocent man has been hauled up for trial before 
law-courts and unnecessarily harassed. Gan ek 


[The writer here gives short accounts of some of these cases and says that 


the malice of the Government in all of them has been proved.] 

31. The Dacca hag (Davos of the 2nd July writes as follows in 

a nglish :— 

PR cman . 5 83 There must be a screw loose somewhere in f 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Government of Eastern Benge and Assam, or wh 
a ene these absurdities and anomalies in the di Ministers 
tion of the Province? The other day we were astounded to read in the 
the National Chamber of Commerce the startling revelation that the preset 
tresses in Bengal were due, though not solely, to the boycott movement. The 
revelation is astounding, no doubt. It is indeed a pity that the ruler of a 
Province, like a drowning man catching at a straw, should be so lost to all 
reason and understanding as to lay hold of any and every cause to explain an 
effect. Similarly the Barisal autocrats also, after groping in the dark for 39 
time in want of a rational explanation in the matter of the Conference, at last 
found out to their great relief that Barisal was a land of budmashes who 1 
overrun the district at that opportune moment, and so it was thought n. 1 
and expedient to act in the way they did for the preservation of Britieh honor 
and ige! Surely the lieutenants have stolen a march upon the chief in 
the exposition of the theory of eause and effect. | 

Nor is this all. The case against Babu Surendra Nath Banerji has been 
withdrawn by the Public Prosecutor on behalf of the Government. The Magis- 
trate has allowed the withdrawal and acquitted the accused. i, 


{Here are given a copy of the petition withdrawing the case and the 
Magistrate’s order.) : 
Comment on the above is superfluous. It is really a disgrace that one so 
ignorant of law and procedure as Mr. Magistrate Emerson should be placed in 


charge of a district. It is really a scandal of the gravest kind that éven after 
the recurrence of suvh abuses of power and authority by the Magistrates the 
Government is so apathetic to the proposal of the separation of the judicial and 
executive functions. It is this typical Magistrate of Rangpur fame that was 
imported to Barisal to teach the people of the district a severe lesson. A severe 
lesson has do doubt been taught to the people; but of it the lees.said the better. 


ify the 
„ having 


Datty HIvTAVADI, 
July 2nd, 1906. 


Dada Gamer, 


We now beg to ask the Government of Sir B. Fuller to make good the sum of 


Rs. 5,000 paid to Mr. Pugh for appearing on behalf of Government out of the 
pocket of one or other or both of his lieutenants at Barisal as well as to make 


some reparation to Babu Surendra Nath Banerji for the loss, worry and trouble 


caused to him to say nothing of the indignities he has been subjécted to. 


ad gtk 
Bey Aas Ney 


Dams Hav, 
July 4th, 1906. 


nothing could arrest their progress. And the partition of Bengal was conceived 
and carried out with the object of destroying this unity. But this move on His 


32. The Dotly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th July says that the higher 


Government end the Bengalis. intelligence and capacity of the have 
And such laws as the 


always made them an eyesore to the English. 
Bengal Tenancy Act, the ew relating to unlawful 


assemblies, the Ilbert Act, the Arms Act, and the Official Secrets Act - sprun 
from the latter’s desire to sup 


press them. But it was Lord Curzon who first 
clearly perceived that so long asthe unity of the Bengalis remained intact, 


Lordship’s part produced quite a contrary It revealed the true nature 
of the English as an oppressive and unjust people, and roused the sleeping 
energies of the Bengalis. The latter forgot their mutual quarrels and launched 
the swadesht movement as a measure necessary for self-preservation. The 
efforts of such advocates of brute force as Sir B. Fuller and Messers. Briscoe, 


Lyon, Emerson and Clarke to check the spread of the movement having proved 
unsuccessful, Government had recourse to another artifice. It plac sorts 


of temptations before the Musalmans in order to induce them to break 
with the Hindus. Sir Bampfylde accepted the Musalman as his favourite 
wife and began to shower favours on him. A few short-sighted Musalmans 
were won over by this means and joined the opponents of the Hindus in order 
to bring ruin on their own kith and kin. However that may be, the Musalmans 
have now come to realise that the authorities are only giving them false hopes 
of gain and advancement. Who can say that the Government will not before 
long oppress the very Musalmans whom it has now taken into its highest 
favour, because it is a Government which oppresses its poor subjects in the 
interest of English merchants, which is always bent on securing its own 
prosperity in utter disregard of the wants and grievances of its subjects, 
Phioh creates laws for its own guidance and afterwards disobeys them, which 
is fond of making a parade of its strength by using the lath: or the bayonet on 
the ns of its subjects, and which does not shrink from interfering with 
their religious customs and practices? The Musalmans are as much the 
subjects of the English as the Hindus are, so that if the Hindus can be 
oppressed, what is there to show that the Musalmans cannot ? cae 


III.—Lecisiarion. 


33. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 29th June does not agree with the 
_ Khan Bahadur Syed Nawab Mshir-o-Sudhakar | see Report on N 


Dairy HiTavadt, 


June 29th, 1906, 


Danr In Avi. 
July 3rd, 1906. 


Ali Chaudhuri as a member of 


the week ending the 30th June, paragraph 56] in 
the Legislative Council of Eastern holding that Khan Bahadur Syed Nawab Ali 
a Chaudhuri is the fittest person for election to the 
Legislative Council of Eastern Bengal and Assam by the Provincial Muham- 
madan Association of Dacca, and observes that it desires the presence in that 
Council of persons who will be able independently to speak out in the interests 
of their own country and countrymen, and that no good can be expected from 
the presence there of men who will merely say ditto to- what those in power 
may say. 
J 34. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th June publishes a poem 
| abusing the Maharaja of Dinajpur for his candi- 
——. dature for a membership of the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Legislative Council. A number of monkeys like you,” says the 
writer, will sit on the Fuller Council.” : 


IV.—Native States, 


95. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd July publishes a letter 
reporting the prevalence of accute scarcity at the 

Distress in the Tippera State. gadar and in parts of the interior ef the Tippera 
State. Although the situation is most acute, the authorities of the State 
have not yet ado any measure of relief. A case lately occurred in which 
the wife of a cultivator struck her husband’s neck with a dao, driven to the deed 
by want of food. 1 | 
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V.—Prosrecrs or THE Crops AND CONDITION or THE PROPLE. 
36, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingb) of the 26th June writes that 


both 


af. uf I. 5 4 ‘gly 


rovidence and Government seem unfavourably June b, 1906. 


The agricultural situation in disposed towards the inhabitants of the ne 
Eastern Benga. + Province. Since the partition happiness and con- 
tentment have fled from this country. Wails from the hunger-stricken are 
now being heard from all parts of the province. One slmost faints to think 
of the unfortunate state of affairs in Backergunge, Faridpur and Myniensingh. 
How many after spending days in starvation are now awaiting the end of 
their sufferings, Innumerable people have been reduced to skeletons from 
having lived on half rations, 57 8 See yes 

Famine like the present was never seen before in Bengal within living 
memory. The situation would not have been 80 serious as it has now become, 
had Government been warned in time. Exports of rice might have been 
forbidden, and rice might have been imported from abroad at cheaper prices. 
The late Mr. Phillips and the Maharaja Surja Kanta on one occasion 
saved Mymensingh from the grasp of a famine by these means. But times 
are now changed. The present officials are not so benevolent, and native lives 
have no value in their eyes. Sir Bampfylde Fuller is thick-hesded, heartless and 
without a sense of responsibility. He has no time to think of the prevailing 
severe distress, And yet it is the Government which is responsible for saving 
the people of this country from starvation both morally and by its own 
distinct promises ‘The sin which His Honour is incurring by his shameful 
_ laxity in this matter is inexpiable. W 

The same paper publishes letters reporting the prevalence of famine condi- 
tions in the following places: — Achmita, Masua, Kendua, Chanotagram, Korati 
and Pubail. f 

37. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 28th June refers to the scarcity 

* and distress prevailing in two or three mausas near 

Scarcity in Chittagong. = Ramgarh in the Chittagong Hill Tracts as well as 
in four or five villages such as Anandapur, Barabili, Purana Ramgarh, Chikniar 
Khil, etc., in the thana of Fatikchhari in the district of Chittagong. These 
latter villages, it is pointed out, are in the Khas Mahals. — | 

38. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya Ananda Bazar Patria | Calcutta } of the 28th 
June publishes a number of letters from correspon- 
dents giving heart-rending accounts of the famine in 
Eastern Bengal. The public have responded to the call for relief, and 
ata meeting recently held in Calcutta nearly Rs. 1,700 were raised for 
the purpose, But such help is quite inadequate for the purpose of meeting 
the demands of the vast territory afflicted, and it behoves the Government 
to come to the rescue of the famine-stricken people. The Government, 
which makes suicide punishable by law, cannot with propriety see thousands of 
people dying of starvation and do nothing to prevent the . 

39. The Sanjivani [Calcutta of the 28th June writes that most dis- 
8 e tressing news of the prevalence of famine is being 
2 5 — tural situation in East- received from Backer gunge and Farid or From 


Famine in Eastern Bengal. 


Jrori, 
June 26th, 1906. 


Sui Sar Visuxrv 
PRIY¥A-0.ANANRDA 
Basa PatTrixa, 


June 28th, 1906. 


Sansivawyi, 
June 28th, 1996, 


Mymensingh information has heen received of five - 


cases of death from starvation—three in Iswarganj, one in Gopalpur, and one in 
Sarisabari. Frum Noakhali also reports of distress have come. The masses in 
Bengal are poor and that is why they cannot purchase rice which has gone up 
in price. It is not a scarcity of rice thatthe country is now suffering from, 
but a scarcity of money. The provert of the Bengalis will never be removed 
until foreign merchandise is expelled from the country. Government has 
raised money by taxation for the express and special purpose of famine relief 
and has hoarded up the money. That money should now be spent in saving 

lives and in mitigating the effects of the scarcity. 
40. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 29th June earnestly appeals to the 
zamindars and all educated men among Musalmans 


Musal d the agri ; : 1 
situation in Barn B in Eastern Bengal to awake from their present 


province, disregarding all fears of thereby imitating their Hindu fellow- 


subjects and of displeasing Sir B. Fuller in consequence. 


„ condition of supineness and to take at once to 
devising measures for the relief of their famine'strick en.co-religionists in that. 


SoLrar, 
June 29th, 1906. 
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41. The Khulnavasi „ ste tom n. 

1 rities have as e nothi 
n ene feen g p gef Relieve the acute distress „ling in the district 
The failure of the boro paddy crop has aggravated the situation. . People have 
sold whatever moveables they possessed and have come te the end of their 
resources. Two weeks ago, a number of distressed 2 of the Bagerbat sub- 
division went to their Subdivisional Offiver for relief, but were treated very 
unkindly by him. On the <6th idem, nearly 400 people visited the Divisional 
Commissioner at Khulna and prayed for relief, but they were dismissed with 
the advice that they should earn their livelihood by labour. On the same day 
a dead body came for dissection to the local hospital, and the relatives of the 
deceased said that death had been caused by starvation. In the abdds 
in the southern part of the district, the entrance of salt-water into the fields 
has twice destroyed paddy plants grown for transplantation. But still no 
arrangement is being made to protect the fields by embankments. The poor 
cultivators should be sup lied with paddy-seeds and éakavi advances should 
be mude for the purpose of raising embankments. The distress has become 
severe, and there will be serious loss of life if relief is not given in time, 


42. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th June says that the 
8 situation caused by famine in Eastern Ben 
i day becoming more serious, But Sir 


is eve 
B. Fuller's Government is Almost indi erent to the matter. Distress hag also 
become acute in Western Bengal. 5 ure saying that Government will 
take no steps to relieve the distress so long as deaths caused by starvation will 
not be counted by hundreds and thousande. The famine will go on increas- 
ing in severity up till the time of harvesting the autumnal crops. 


43. The Nadia (Krishnagar | 3 ae ene 3 une, 28 to the 
i 5 visits pai e ivisiona cer of Meherpur, 
ae > ae oe a District’ Magistrate and the District — 


of Nadia, and the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division to Gangni thana to personally acquaint themselves with the extent 
of the distress now prevuiling there, goes on to make an appeal to Government 
not to delay taking remedial action, as the situation is so accute and urgent. 


44. The Daily Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 3rd July writes that the fact that 
deaths from starvation have not yet occurred in 
‘any Jarge numbers in Eastern Bengal is not to be 
taken as proof that the agricultural situation there 


The agricultural situation in 
Eastern Bengal. 


is not very acute. There are many who have up to this time succeeded in 


keeping body and soul together by living on roots and leaves of trees, but who 


find themselves unable to do so much lunger. Besides, even if people do 
not die directly of starvation, starvation leaves them specially ill-fitted to resist 
the encroschment of diseases like dysentery and fever, and as regards the latter 
disease, it should be remembered that the malaria. season is about to commence. 
Then, again, the fact that the prevailing famine in Eastern Bengal has not 
attained to the intensity of the Orissa or Madras famines is largely due to 
the unostentatious private charity of mufassal well-to-do Bengalis. 


There can be no question that the mortality from direct starvation would 
have attained a very high figure to-day in Eastern Bengal if the people of 
Bengal had not from the very beginning of distress opened their purse- 
strings, euch according to his ability, to mitigate the sufferings of their 
fellow-couutrymen. ut the situation is gradually passing from bad to 
worse, and is becoming such as cannot be faced by private charity alone 
without Government aid. It is true that money advances are being made 
to the cultivators, but the conditions of the loans are too severe for accept- 
ance by the majority of the sufferers. 


Lastly, it behoves Government to arrange for bringing in from abroad a 
supply of old rice (at least that grown last year) to keep the serving 
cultivators from eating aus paddy, which cong ae is difficult to digest an 
will prove very likely fatal to men who have partially lost their powers of 
digestion through long disuse of them, as these cultivators have. 
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; Vikar [Contai] of the 3rd July writes that since the months 
5 85 i . ol - Baisakh ond Talitha last, the poorer classes in 

The agricultural situation in that part of the country have been suffering from 
oe scarcity. The price of rice and paddy has gone 
g at 10 seers per rupee. The 


up very 3 Common rice is now sellin 
situation 18 


VI,.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


46. The Rangpur Vartavaha (Rangpur } of the 20th June writes 4s Rirervn VaITAVaEA, 


a follows:— | | 
The honour of Bengalis. If the Bengalis desire to save their honour 
they should kick at the English, return to their old industries and avocations, 
me apply themeelves to the regeneration of their education on national 
lines. They should learn the use of arms, A man without honour is a 
beast. Serve your country. 
47. The following is = from a aie ee 4 O ur Ho 
3 . and Sir He tton, which appears in the 
2. Yugantar rCaloutta of the lst July 
The principal hope of our life is to secure complete freedom in politics 
and as a nation. e are guided by this hope in all we do on this 
Is there any happiness without independence? Is there any happiness 
for man without complete national and political freedom? In fact, freedom 
isthe only remedy for the mi and poverty of our community, which 
is made up of three hundred millions of Indians. There is absolutely no 
other remedy for the evil. That is why the subject Indians have become 
anxious for liberty. But by what means can these entrapped birds regain 
their freedom? Some say that they will regain it by their own efforts, 
and, according to these men, the best- way to I liberty is to try to 
regain it by one’s own efforts. On the other hand, there are persons who 
think that the question of the freedom to be allowed to an entrap bird 
depends to a large extent on the mercy of the hungry fowler, and that it 
is not improbable for him to be so generous as to overlook his own loss and 
set the poor bird free, It is a hope, like this which guided the policy of 
the Indian National Congress in the past, But the experience of the last 
twenty years has dispelled this hope. Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak openly 
said the other day at a public meeting in Calcutta that he did not entertain 
the least hope of any benefit to India's national life from English rule; 
that no generous efforis of John Morley or Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman 
were likely to bring about any change in the policy of the Indian administration 
which had been adopted after an experience of a century and a half; that 
if they insisted upon being generous they would share the fate which over- 
took Mr. Gladstone on the Home Rule Bill. There is not the least doubt 
that Mr. Tilak’s views were correct to the letter. But some relations of the 
English fowlers want us to see the situation in a different light. They are 
advising the entrapped bird to rely upon the unbounded mercy and sense of 
justice of the fowler. We refer, of course, to Sir Henry Cotton and Sir 
William Wedderburn. Sir Henry Cotton is one of the gentlemen who are 
trying their best to prevent the possibility of the Indian birds ever regaining 
their liberty from English fowlers. It is the same gentleman who freely 
admitted that though he was then attacking Lord Curzon’s Tibet policy, he had 
himself advocated it when in service, in order to please his masters. One ma 
then well ask such a gentleman if there are any ulterior considerations which 
are now inducing him to advise the Indians to rely upon the sense of justice 
of the English. | 
The truth is that Sir Henry Cotton is only as much a well-wisher of 
India as Lord Curzon was. The only difference between them is that Lord 
‘zon wanted to contine the Indians in a cage provided with iron barbs, 
whilst Sir Henry wants to have them confined in a nice] ooking gold 
cage. Through his close relations with the Indians he has come to realise 
the new life that has inspired the Indian nation, and the danger that England 
might lose India if the country was administered with harshness at such 


kely to get more acute in the months of Aswin and Kartik next. 10 


July 8rd, 1906. 


June 20th, 1906. 


YUGARTAR, 
July 1st, 1906. 
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a moment, He therefore wants to confine the Indians in a gold 
is endeavouring a teh ens by 2 2 80 N their illusions, 
just now di d, might, come over again. May the merciful 

ere os frm rch ae ent sitting of the Indian Natio * 2 

8. ident of a recent sitting of t ian National Congress, Sir Hen 

Cotton said that there would be no good government for Indiu, — long as a wef 
tem of self-government similar to that obtaining in the Colonies was not introduced 
there, and that the introduction of such a system of self-government ought 
therefore, to be the ultimate aim of the Indian peeple. The first question. to ‘e 
asked, in regard to this opinion of Sir Hen tton’s,is: Will England ever 
give the Indians such self-government? Is it likely that Englishman will ever, 
out of pure generosity, give to the alien Indians the same system of self-govern- 
ment that their own kith and kin in the Colonies had to shed their blood to win?” 

The writings and utterances of English politicans have never encouraged us to 

entertain this hope. Is it not madness to hope that the English who could not 
make the Americans, their own kith and kin, happy by their rule, will so rule over 

the alien Indians as to make them happy? The second question is: Why 
should self-government under the English be the ultimate object of the Indians? 
bi. should not complete and independent self-government be the chief aim of 
the Indians? Would it not bea misnomer to call that by the name of self- 
government which will contain only a small fraction of such government 
under the English? Have not the Colonists themselves become displeased with 
such self-government, as being the root of endless evils? Are not the Canadians 
and Australians r ge their unwillingness to submit to English suzerainty 
even in name? 7, then, is Sir Henry Cotton advising; the Indians to make 
that self-government their ultimate aim which the Colonists have become 
anxious to give up as being fraught with mischief?’ We emphatically protest 
against this perverted benevolence of Sir Henry Cotton's. It is not only we 
who disbelieve in England’s generosity in this respect, but even that great 
man, who had greater opportunities of reading the English character than Sir 
Henry Cotton, and who never sacrificed his conscience for the sake of service or 
political gain, that great man, who is no other than Herbert Spencer, says:— 
‘“‘ Feelings and deeds we laud as virtuous when they are not in antagonism 
with our own interests and power; we think feelings and deeds vicious when 
our own interest and power are endangered by them. Equally in the 
er story of Tell, and in any account not mythical, we read with glowing 
admiration of the successful rising of ah oppressed race; but admiration 
is changed into indignation if the race is one held down by ourselves. We 
can see nothing save crime in the endeavour of the Hindus to throw off our 
yoke; and we recognise no excuse for the efforts of the Irish to establish 
their independent nationality. We entirely ignore the fact that the motives 
are in all such cases the same and to be judged apart from results.” 

Again, the historian Froude writes :— 

5 General Jacob, one 1. the — officers on the ones E ever arp aga yy 2 
‘You English imagine t li means the same thing in © woOrid, an 
that all 1 desire it; liberty with you means that oe a right to govern 

ourself, and that it is a tyranny to govern you. Liberty with an Asiatic means that he 

a * * to be governed, and that to e him govern hiinself, is a tyranny. If the 
people of India were your equals, you would not be here (in India). Your mission is to 
govern them well, or they will cut your throats.’ This single sentence contains more wisdom 
than cart-loads of sonorous d es from the India Office contain! . . . Our Indian 
Empire was won by the Sword, and by the sword it must be held; and to suppose that we can 
abandon it, except in defeat and disgrace, is to surrender ourselves to the wildest delusion!” 


Will Sir Henry Cotton and Englishmen sharing his opinion now tell us 
if the views of English generosity expressed by these great men are reliable 
or not. 

We have already stated in what direction our hope lies, But some English- 
educated Indians, ‘under the illusion of their education, think that we 
have not yet become fit for self-government, and that utter anarchy would 
supervene if the government of the Indians were placed in their own hands. 
That. these men are mistaken will be clear from the following words of 
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, who once said:—“ It would be better for the Indian 
pone to be governed by their own ‘ corrupt’ countrymen than by the angelic 
pean leeches.” 3 (p03 2 


and 
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Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman, ‘now the Prime Minister of land, 
had himeelf — one — said . To secure good administration is one 
thing, but good government could never be a substitute for government by the 


people themselves. 
48. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Ist J 
writes that Khan Bahadur Khajeh Mahomed Yusuff, 
Khan Hahadur Khajeh Mahomed who divides the leadership of the- Musalmans of 
e Dacca with Nawab Rahadur Khajeh Salimulla, is 
supposed by some people to be a very astute person with a skill, acquired by 
life-long practice, in conciliating members of the ruling race, He is 
porter HE to say that the present Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam and the successive Commissioners and Magistrates of Dacca act on many 
occasions on his advice, and even dispense appointments at his recommendation. 
It is during his tenure of office at the “omg owed and the District Board 
that corruption has become rampant in these offices, and the influence which 
the Khan Bahadur is supposed popularly to possess with officials prevents Tee 
from doing or attempting to do anything to check that corruption. Thin 
have now come to such a pass, in consequence of the indulgence of the offici 
towards him, that there is nothing that his followers amongst the 
Musalmans would not dare to do at his command. 5 
49. The Daily Hitavaai [Calcutta] of the 4th 94 ublishes a poem 
by a lady (Srimati Charusi evi of Ranchi) 
2 exhorting all to take an oath never under any 
circumstances to touch British goods, and to carry out in practice the 
swadeshs principle. 


Uriva Papers. 


50.. The Sambalpur n of the 231d June is of opinion that 

Resulte of examination as the results of the Puri Sanskrit School, as published 
shown by the Puri Sanskrit in a recent issue of the Government Gazette, are 
— not satisfactory, and that this is due to the neglect 
of the teachers concerned. | 


51. The same paper states that af amine has broken out in Eastern 


al, 
ae | and that the local authorities have not yet taken 
ä io Haan Sgr any step towards alleviating the suffering of the 
distressed people. The writer — — the indifference of the authorities to 
their displeasure caused by the swadeshi agitation, and states that the people, 
hoping little from Sir B. 
and Governor-General with a petition, praying for the adoption of prompt 
measures to arrest the progress of the dire calamity in Eastern Bengal. 


52. The Barpali correspondent of the same paper writes to say that there 

is no inn in that place where the pilgrims 

Be ty of an inn st constantly proceeding to Puri can take shelter on 

their way, though the charity of Mr. Dhoba Sahu, 

a benevolent gentleman of the station, n a large number of them to obtain 

their food there with ease. The zamindar of Barpali advised his gauntia to 

contribute something towards the construction of an inn, but they remained 

indifferent. ‘The correspondent therefore requests the Government and the 
generous public to do something in the matter. 


53. The railway authorities having ordered the abolition of the J 

ee 5 station on the Mayurbhanj Light Railway, the 
Tro ieotion to the abolition of the Manorama [ ee ll 5 fpr the 25th June states that 
gai station. ° ° oe ° 
this will cause public inconvenience, and that the 
income of the station may be made to increase by paying greater attention to 
the transit of goods. The attention of the Maharaja is drawn to the matter. 


54. The same paper complains thas telegrams are received very late in 
33 


Baripada town in Mayurbhanj, and suggests 
that a separate telegraph “ln between Baripada 
38 and Balasore has become necessary. The attention 
of the Maharaja is also drawn to the matter. “ 


Po “ag nay Es a 22 
ra ine between Bari pada 
and oe Bay | age 


er, have approached His Excellency the Viceroy 
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55. The same paper complains of the uent transfer of the Station. 
Constant transfer of the Bari. Master, Baripada station, which does more evil than 
pada Station master injurious to good to the railway interest, and observes that 
railway interest. | the authorities concerned should make suitable 
arrangements to secure the services of one efficient Station-master for a 
reasonable 1 
56. The Kothdes correspondent of the same paper writes to say that the 
1 1 nt tahsildar of the Kothdes Khas-mahal in 
ant ie enn Pid, cided.” is not on good terms with the educated 
„ gentlemen of the locality, and that he does not 
sympathise with their aims and aspirations. His action in connection with the 
repairs of the Nimapara school-house against the wishes of the local gentry and 
the District Engineer, and his attitude towards the former in connection with the 
the location of the Sanskrit School, in which he was overruled by the District 
Collector have invited adverse comments in the paper. 7 
57. The Urtya and Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 20th June states that 
a meeting was held at Balasore to consider the 
advisability of according a suitable reception to 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on 
his approaching visit to Balasore, in whieh it was 
resolved to appoint an Executive Committee to collect subscriptions and settle 
the programme of reception in view of the funds available. Raja B. N. De, 
Bahadur, Babu Radhacharan Das and Mr.S. K. Agasti have subscribed to the 
fund. Other leading gentlemen of the district are invited to contribute their 
quota to the fund. | 
The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore ] of the 21st June states that rupees six hundred 
were subscribed in the meeting, and that Raja B. N. De Bahadur, was appointed 
Secretary, and Babu Radha Charan Das, Joint Secretary and Treasurer, of the 
Reception Committee. : 
The Utkaldtptka Geen! of the 23rd June states that a meeting was held 
at Cuttack, on the invitation of the Chairman of the Cuttack Municipality, to 
accord a fitting welcome to His Honour, who is expected at Cuttack, Mr. 
Garreti ided over the meeting. An executive committee was formed to 
collect subscriptions and to meet the expenses of the reception therefrom. Babu 
Ransankur Roy was appointed Secretary, and Babu Nimai Charan Mitra, 
Treasurer, of the meeting. 


58. ‘The Utkaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 23rd June is glad to state that the 
zamindars of Cuttack are pleased-with Mr, Garrett, 
the Collector of Cuttack, for the tact he displayed 
in receiving about five thousand plaints, claiming 
arrears of rent from tenants on the last day of 
Jyaistha, after which the claims would have been barred by limitation. This 
no doubt imposed a great amount of labour on his establishment, but the 
satisfaction of the landed interest was great. He has further benefited the 
mufassal people by saving them from the clutches of touts. , 


59. The same paper learns from its contemporary of the Utkalbasi that 
there exists a class of village officers in Ganjam, 
called “ Karji,” who exercise certain civil and 
criminal powers in the villages to which they are 
attached. They thus save the village people the trouble and expense of 
long journeys to distant Civil and Criminal Courts. The writer suggests to 
introduce the Karji system into the villages of Orissa, and observes that the new 
village panchayet system in Orissa, though it proposes to give relief to the 
villagers in criminal cases, keeps itself aloot from the cognizance of civil 
suits. | | 
60. The sale proclamations issued by the Civil Courts in Orissa having 
The action of the Cuttack appeared in the Star of Utkal,a local paper con- 
District Judge in connection with ducted by a private gentleman, and not in the 
the publication of sale proclama- Government Uriya Gazetle published at Cuttack, 
ge ee agree EG the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd June 
holds the District Judge of Cuttack responsible for this unique dure, 


adopted in opposition to the wishes of the Cuttack Bar, which has not only 


Preparations to receive His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal in Orissa. 


The landed interest in Cuttack 
the Collector of 
Cuttack. 


A suggestion to introduce the 
Karji system in Orissa. 


oe f 
Hohe | 
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‘satisfied the public, but has imposed an additional burden on the decree- 
3 and throu h them on the judgment -debtors. It was not fair for 
the Judge to pe his patronage to one r, while other papers having 
better circulation are in existence. The Judge invited the opinion of the 
Cuttack Bar on the subject.of the publication of the sale proclamations, and, when 
that opinion was communicated to him by the Secretary of that omer he totall 
disregarded it. The Editor of the Star of Utkal, no doubt, agreed to publis 
the proclamations at a cheaper rate, but the Judge should have enquired 
whether other papers having greater prestigé and better circulation were willing 
to print them at the same rate. The Star of Utkal is a newly started paper, 
is conducted in English and is not generally known to the public. It was 
therefore inadvisable on the part of the Judge to accept its offer, and the more 
so as the Bar pointed out its objections on those points in clear and forcible 
terms. The executive officers and the Criminal Courts are sometimes seen 
to pass illogical or illegal orders; but the Civil Courts are generally free from 
them. It is therefore a matter of great regret that the District Judge should 
have disregarded the opinion of the Cuttack Bar, and dealt with it impolitely 
by rejecting its reasonable and forcible objections in toto. The Bar advised 
the Judge to act under section 289 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which lays 
down that: If the Court so direct, such proclamation shall also be published 
in the local official Gazette and in some local newspaper, and the costs of such 
roclamation shall be deemed to be costs of the same“; and the Judge should 
iave, if necessary, published the proclamations in the Uriya Gazette, which 
is the official Gazette in Orissa. The writer advises the Bar to take immediate 


steps to correct the mistake of the Judge, that may in time assume the 
appearance of a public grievance. 


61. The same paper is glad to learn from its contemporary of the 


/ 


Uriya as the Court language in employed only Uriya officers in his state, with a 
Bargarh. 


view to conduct all its business in Uriya, and 


observes that all the Uriya Rajas and Zamindars of Ganjam should follow 


his example. 


62. The relation between the Uriyas and Bengalis in Mayurbhauj have 

os become so straitened, and their mutual feelings so 
„0riminal prosecution of Mano. embittered, that the Manorama, the weekly paper 
| published at Baripada, is going to be prosecuted 


criminally for quoting serious allegations made against a Bengali officer of that 


State from the columns of the World’s Recorder published in Calcutta. The 


Mancrama shows a bold front, and declares itself ready to publish unpleasant 
details, should the prosecution be insisted upon. 


63. Seeing its contemporary of the Star of Utkal exultant over the 
oo of certain Bengali officers by the 
biber ma against Star of Chiefs of Keonjhar, Rerhakhole, Bamra aud 
| Mayurbhanj, the same paper points out that it is a 
pure injustice to employ Bengali officers, when competent Uriya officers are 
available, and advises the Chiefs and Potentates in Orissa not to be allured 


17 the writings of the Star of Utkai, which represents Bengali interests in 
rissa, 


: 64. The same paper complains against the 
5 3 age Ene, Mead behaviour of the Head-master of the Baripada 
School. me) nosnen High English School towards the Uriya gentle- 


men of that station, upon whom he generally looks 
down with contempt. ) 


65. The same paper is displeased to find that the Star of Utkal generally 

me gives an incorrect description of the qualities of 
bit. t Star J Bengali officers, imported into the Orissa Garjats. 
An officer, who was reading in the Overseer class of 

the Engineering College at Sibpur, and who held certain officiating appoint- 
ments in certain places, is described by the Siar of Utkal as a Chief Engineer. 
The writer suspects that the Star of Utkal introduced him as a Chief Engineer 


to the public, with the object of showing that he possessed special qualifications, 
which the Uriya officers did not. 
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66. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of the 20th June, which 
bai) represents the interests of the domiciled Bengalis 
14 feet Navasamoad against in Orissa, publishes a letter in its columns, which 
12 bitterly attacks the Utkal Darpan of Sambal 
which represents the interests of the Uriyas. The latter paper is described 
as one unworthy of any attention from the public and is useless to all purposes, 
67. The Sambalpur Hitaishini | Bamra] of the 23rd June is glad to learn 
8 et that the leading 2 gentlemen of the Ganjam 
bar ene Gentner district have already held meetings in Berhampore 
in that district to organise an Executive Committee 
with the object of taking preliminary steps, antecedent to the fourth sitting 
of the Utkal Union Conference at Berhampur during the next Christmas 
holidays. The Uriyas of Ganjam appear to be more earnest and patriotic 
than their brethren of Orissa proper. 5 
68. The Manorama [ Bari pada] of the 25th June 3 a beautiful 
ee composition in verse written a student of the 
ee e Purl Zilla School in honour of the Emperor's 
Birthday. It breathes loyality to the Throne and presents the blessings of 
British rule in vivid colours. Yas 
69. Referring to the successes of Mr. Sri Rajan, a Madrasi, who has 
: become the Senior Wangler of the present year, 
; 8 jndian students and of Mr. Devendranath De, a Bengali, who has 
become the sixth Wrangler, the Utkalatpika [Cuttack] 
of the 23rd June observes that it is no small honour to the Indian students to 
occupy: the first and the sixth place in the list of successful candidates in 
mathematics, and that it would henceforward be idle and absurd to speak of 
the Indians as a race inferior to the ruling race, though want of op ortunities 
has prevented them from showing their capacity in full to the worid. 
70. Referring to the statement made by the new Governor-General of 
11 9 dp pay pe sos * of His . 
a f ency's reply to the address of welcome presente 
„ „ to His —.— by the Indians of that part of 
India, that the residents of Portuguese India should make their wants and aspira- 
tions known to His Excellency through an organisation similar to the Indian 
National Congress in British India, the same paper points out that whereas the 
King of Portugal is advising his Indian subjects through His Majesty’s Viceroy 
to oy vn their views through a Congress, the British Government is not only 
indifferent to the Indian National Congress, but is actually injuring its cause. 

71. Referring to the soap manufactory started at Satara in Bombay by 

Dr. Gokhale and the arrangements made therein 
, A er be Coe students to for the education of students, the same paper 
factory at Satra. acdvises the leading gentlemen of Orissa to send 
some Uriya pupils to that institution, for it is 
pointed out by Dr. Gokhale that a capital of Rs. 5,000 invested in soap 
manufactures may give a monthly income of Rs. 200, or a capital of 
Rs. 1,500 invested in that trade, may bring about a monthly income of Rs. 50. 
72. The Sam.alpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 20th June states that the 
Ths Botha Dates 0 Hatha Jatra festival at Barpali was seriously 
interfered with by the refusal of the local gauntias 

to supply timber on flimsy pretexts. 

73. The Manorama 43 Jof the 2ith June states that the Ratha 
Jatra at Baripada in Mayurbhanj passed off quietly 
and euctessfully with great éclct, About 60,000 
visitors were present on the spot. Great credit is due to Mr. Dibakar Bhan] 
Dew under whose supervision all arrangements in connexion therewith were 
made. | 

74. The Balianta correspondent of the Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 
26th June states that a resident of Joypur lost his 
life by falling down from a tree. | 
75. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 23rd June states that 
Prince Balabhadra Deb, a member of the Bamra 
5 roy al family, killed a tiger at Kasaibahar in tbat 

State, thereby saving the residents of the neighbouring villages from the 
depredations of the terrible man - eater. se 


The Ratha Jatra at Beripada. 


An accident. 


A terrible man-eater bagged. 


(aii) 


f nn of the Utkaldipita [Cuttack] of the 23rd 
ä une states that many houses 11 s Kalana in 
Distress in Madhupur due to Madhupur were burnt down by fire. The sufferers 
— are unable to rebuild all their houses through want 
5 of straw. 
. mparing the rainfall in 1901 with that in 1905, the same 
Ye paper goes on to observe that if the estimate of 
A forecast of the rainfall in rainfall in 1906 proves correct, a tolerable harvest 
— may be expected, but the paddy crop must die if it 
| does * e a 
The Nayagarh correspondent of the same paper is g 
és * Babu Gaurishyam Mahanti, the Manager of 
Additional sources of water- Nayagarh, is increasing the sources of water-supply 
ee in that State by the creation of artificial reservoirs 
formed by the construction of bunds across running streams or rivulets. These 
are supplementary to the rain-water, for when the latter fails the former must 
prove serviceable. The writer suggests that the Manager should pay some 
attention to Sunamuhi, whose sources of water-supply are also defective. 
79. The Sankhatras correspondent of the same paper writes to say that 


The question of water-supply sity of some tanks in Mahidharpara, Fu 
nnn — Fategarh in that 1 notice of his 
writings was taken by the authorities concerned. At any rate, the old 
tanks in those places should be repaired. 

80. The same paper states that the health of 
the Cuttack town is good. 3 

81. The Jajpur correspondent of the same 
paper: states that cholera follows in the train of 
pilgrims visiting that station. 

82. The Nayagarh correspondent of the same paper states that a new 
disease has made its appearance in Nayagarh, the 

vm ptoms being that the legs and sometimes the 
hands are swollen. It is said that the use of bread prepared out of paddy 
brought 3 the house of the maternal uncle of the patient effects a radical 
cure. 

83. The Sambalpur Hitaishini (Bamra] of the 23rd June states that 

5 though the monsoon has set in, the quantity of 

n ere rainfall is very small. Sowing operations are 
going on everywhere in that State. 

84. The Barpali correspondent of the same paper states that there is no 
rain in that State and that the outlook is not 
| hopeful. | 
85. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 20th June and the 
Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 21st June state 
that the monsoon rain has set in and that there 
was plenty of rain in the last week. 

86. The Balianta correspondent of the Garjatbasint [Talcher] of the 
23rd June states that there was a heavy shower 
of rain accompanied with storm in that part of the 
7 Puri district. 

87. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd June states that the 
monsoon has set in and that there was good rain 
in the last week. 

88. The Nayagarh correspondent of the 
same paper states that there was good rain in that 
State in the last week. | 


Public health in Cuttack. 


Cholera in Jajpur. 


A new disease in Nayagarh. 


The weather in Barpali. 


The weather in Balasore. 
The weather in Pari. 


The weather in Cuttack. 


The weather in Nayagarh. 
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Il.—Homs ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Polsce. 


912. The Bengalee publishes the following case for the edification of 


those Muhammadans who are labouring under the 


An object lesson for Mubamma- delusion that Government entertains a particular 
sent | - partiality for their community :—“It a that 
Mr. Clarke, Superintendent of Police, Shahabad, called out to his Muhamma- 


dan orderly, but as the latter was saying his prayers, he did not. respond to the 
summons. 1 Mr. Clarke * out, and finding that the orderly 
continued praying, kicked him. The aggrieved orderly petitioned the District 
Magistrate, but was immediately dismissed by Mr. Clarke on a charge of hav ing 
falsely accused his superior officer. Thus the poor man was not only assaul 


but dismissed!” This isa sample of the love the officials bear towards the 
Muhammadans. 


()- working of the Courts. 


913. The Bengalee again urges that the public are anxious to know what 


action the Government is going to take on the 
Court Inspector Abdur Rahim. disclosures regarding the 2 of Court 
Inspector Abdur Rahim. The matter ie not a personal, but a public one. Is 
it not a serious matter for this officer to have borrowed Rs. 500 from the 
complainant in a cheating case that was pending? The case was disposed of 
by a certain Honorary Magistrate who is an “intimate friend” of the Court 
Inspector, and the accused was convicted, notwithstanding the 
defence pleader that the case was one that should be committed to the Sessions. 
The Government is bound to take some action in the matter, and the sooner it 
does the better. 
914. The Bengales considers that the Pioner’s interpretation of the action 
The: Barisal of the Government in withdrawing the case 
n against Babu Surendra Nath Banerji is too 
optimistic. The withdrawal was prompted, not by the consideration that 


enough had already been done to manifest the responsibility of Government 


for the preservation of order, but by the guilty knowledge that the officials had 
run their victim to earth r less of law and procedure. The Pioneer adds 
that Surendra Nath cannot claim that he leaves the Court without a stain on 
his age methods.” This is vituperation. Where is the stain? Why has 
Sir B. Fuller withdrawn from the prosecution? Is it not because a “stain ” 
bas been discovered in i political methods—methods that have iowered his 
Government in the eyes of the people ? 
915. Continuing, the journal writes that as soon as it was known that 
1 the case against Surendra Nath was going to be 
f withdrawn and the white feather displayed, certain 
Anglo-Indian journals came forward to justify this action. This is probably 
making the best of a desperate case, but not even the Pioneer has had the 
hardihood to say that Sir B. Fuller has not emerged from the business with 
his ‘ withers unwrung.’ How low has the Government of the new Province 
sunk! Of all Governments it is the most discredited yet known. 
916. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that in Eastern Bengal the officials 
poe seem so bereft of their senses that even when they 
1 have to withdraw a simple case, thev do it clumsily 
enough to show that every step has been premeditated. For instunce in the 
petition of withdrawal submitted by the Government pleader, the following 
occurs :—‘* His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has, on the recommendation 
of the District Officer, directed me to apply for withdrawal, etc.“ Who is the 
District Officer referred to? Is he not Mr. Emerson himself, who under the 
guidance of the higher authorities brought about the Barisal scandal ? 
917. The Indian Mirror strongly urges a revision in the system of 
The Calcutta Police Court, Working in the Calcutta Police Court. It deprecates 
“the appointment of Civilians as Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, and considers that the post should always be held by a Barrister. 
as is custom with regard to the premier appointments in the High Court 
and the Presidency Small Cause Court. 
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The abolition of the ice of recording evidence is detrimental to the 
proper adininistration of justice, and this innovation is indirectly due to 
the Chief Magistrate and his colleagues no 1 exercising co-ordinate powers. 

The conducting of prosecations by Court Inspectors is also condemned, and 
the journal suggests that one or two pleader-assistants should be given to the 
Public: Prosecutor. os | . 

The. Mirror also draws the attention of the Government to the peculiar 
manner in which invitations are distributed to Honorary Magistrates, and 
points to the fact that certain Honorary Magistrates are regularly asked to 
try a certain class of cases. 

919. The finding of the Subdivisional Officer of Karimgunge in the 
Kurigram swadeshi case has not surprised the 
Amrita Bazar Pairika, which is now somewhat 
accustomed to the extraordi feats of intellectual Gurkhas” (Deputy 
Magistrates). The facts of the case are, that one Ishan purchased a piece of 
English cloth, whereupon the accused, Babu Joy Krishna Dutt, mukhtear, 
asked him to return it and buy the indigenous article. The shop-keeper 
however refused to teke it back, and the cloth was burnt by the accused. In 
its stead the swadeshi article was purchased by public subscription and given to 
the said Ishan, who went away without complaining in the least. This is all 
that transpired, but nevertheless the accused was sentenced to two weeks 
rigorous imprisonment on a charge of theft : 

920. The Amrita Bazar Pairika has no doubt that the judgment of the 

High Court in the Perozpur mukhtear’s case will 

The Perosepur mukhtear's cue. be read with considerable interest both by the 
members of the legal profession and the general public—by the former, because 
the judgment furnishes a clear deposition of section 14 of the Legal Practi- 
tioners' Act; and by the latter, because it shows to what gross and improper 
lengths the Suhdivisional Officer (another of the worthy band of “ intellectual 
Gurkhas”) went. ‘lhe least that the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam 
can do is to remove this wayward Deputy Magistrate from his present office, 
and relegate him to a position where he would be harmless. The severe 
censure passed on this officer’s conduct by the High Court demands it. 


The Kurigram swadeshi case. 


(d) Education. 


921. The Lengalee writes that the country construed the order of uncon- 
ditional reinstatement” of expelled school-boys as 
a condemnation as well as an_ abandonment of the 
old policy; but apparently this construction is a wrong one, for intimation has 
just been received from N. oakhali that a number of students have been expelled 
kor attending a swadeshi meeting. After this, Mr. Morley’s declaration 
becomes meaningless. | 
922. Judging from the treatment that has been accorded to the Bonari- 

: para School, it would seem, writes Power and 

Unconditional reinstatement of Guardian, that the Secretary of State’s solemn 
expelled school-boys. : : — ° 
: assurance regarding the unconditional reinstate- 
ment of school-boys is a practical joke! It will be remembered that three 
students and a teacher of this school were expelled on account of their sup 
connection with the swadeski movement. The grant-in-aid was withdrawn 
and Government scholarship-holders compelled to take their transfer. When, 
however, Mr. Morley’s decision was known in India, the Secretary of the 
school asked for the restoration of these privileges and the reinstatement of those 
who had been expelled, but no reply was vouchsafed. He wired to the Chief 
Secretary, but without any better result. Clearly there is no change in the 
hostile attitude of Government ! 


More persecution of school-boys. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


923. The Bengalee writes that the adoption of the rule relating to the 

| closure, which has recently been adopted by the 

me of Dudes and the new standing official majority in the Corporation, 
) reduces this body to a purely official concern. 

What was the necessity of the closure at all, when the extraordinary rule 
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limiting the speeches of members to ten minutes was in force? Besides, are tage 

daliherttions of the Corporation so protracted and tedious, are the few unofficial 

members so effectually obstructive as to necessitate the adoption of the closure ; 1 

which is merely an instrument by which a belpless minority are gagged by a | 

dominant majority? The Mackenzie Act converted the Corporation into an 1 

autocratic body, but the ae rules have made Prag N ‘ 1 

924. The Bengalee s Sirajgunge corresoondent reports that in his eager- a 

; = : sass place a European at the head of the Moni. Ist July 1906 

1 cipality, the Subdivisional Officer is exercising his 

official position to coerce the Commissioners, particularly the Muhammadan 

Commissioners, into voting for his nominee. It is not known whether the 

Subdivisional Officer is acting on his own initiative or under instructions from 

higher authority ; but, irrespective of this, he is deliberately contravening stand- 

ing Government orders probihiting official interference with the freedom of 


elections. Anything seems to be possible in this topsy-turvy Province. It is : 
hoped, however, that the Municipal Commissioners will refuse to be influenced. i 
925. The Amrita Basar Patrika repeats that neither the Maharaja of Dinaj- amn Nan if 
n ur nor Maulei aquinuddin Ahmad can, under 93 | N 

8 gulation 7 of the Regulations of tbe Govern- ö | 

| 

) 


ment of India, be legally elected to the Council of the new Province as 
representatives of the Rajshahi Division, as both are residents of the Munici | 
town of Dinajpur which is not under the authority of any of the District fl 
Boards of that Division, This flaw was pointed out to the Magistrate of . | 
Pabna, who replied that the matter was one for the consideration of a 
Government! The journal has no doubt that, as soon asthe Maharaja is 1 
elected, a civil suit will be filed to nullify the election. 


} 
1 
11 


926. The Beng ales s Sylhet correspondent intimates that in Assam the _naneazas, 
Post- giſioes and the police. police acting under Government orders are 1 June 1906. 


visiting post-offices, with a view to ascertaini - 1 
the names and other particulars of the subscribers to ua: 1 
by Bengalis.” This is nothing short of prostituting the functions of the | 
Postal Department, and it would be interesting to know whether the mal- — 
practice complained of has the approval of the Director-General. Under the | | 
Fuller regimé one is not one permitted to read any paper he likes ? ’ 1 
927. The Power and Guardian writes that Sir B. Fuller seems to be ron aun 
iain determined to entertain the world with his queer 9°*#2™™ 

freaks, the latest being to utilise the services of the 

police to ascertain, through the medium of post-offices, the names and addresses 
of those who subscribe to native-owned newspapers. Apart from the fact J 
that the police are thus being precluded from performing their legitimate it 
duties, it is a matter of grave doubt whether the Postal Department can be — 
put to such uses as these. If Sir B. Fuller's object is to injure the interests 


of the newspapers by frightening people into not being subscribers, he will i 
fail badly. | 


928. Referring to the Birthday Honour's list, the Amrita Bazar Patria Aka Basse 
The Birthday Honours. notices that eleven Europeans and four Indians PaTRIKs, ~ 


3 have received titles. The journal is glad of this 16. 

disparity, as hitherto titles have, with honourable exceptions, been given to 

unpatriotic and servile Indians, who, in order to please officialdom, sacrifice 

the interests of their country. ‘I'here are unmistakable signs that the Indians 

are regardless of such empty titles as the Government bestows. The nation 

prefers conferring its own titles on those Indians who are distinguished for 

their patriotism and whole-hearted liberality in the national cause. 

929. In view of the doubt that exists in the public mind as to whether wera Bane 
The execution of Uday Patni, Uday Patni was reprieved by the Government of it. 

India or not, the Amrita Basar Patrika su . 

thut the Government should issue an official communique on the subject. 

Assuming that the Viceroy confirmed the death sentence, that did not justify 

the man being a ch before orders were received from the Supreme Govern- 

ment. It is urged that the Jail authorities are responsible for the mistake; 
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bat the question is whether the latter would have carried out the sentence if 
they had received orders tothe contrary from the Government. Further 
every execution takes place before the District Magistrate, who is part and 
parcel of the Government. po RE ee EA hay 
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III.—LXdIsLATTOox. ao 
930. The Bengalee points to the Maharaja of Dinajpur as the only Hindu 
defiant Meharaje, Who has permitted himself to be put forward asa 
a candidate for election to the Council of the new 
Province—as the only son who has proved false to the motherland, The 
Mabaraja has acted like one bereft of sanity. He has outraged the feelings of 
his countrymen, and must accept the consequences. It remains to be seen how 
the Kayestha Sabha stigmatises the conduct of this solitary ‘ black sheep.’ 
931. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the Maharaja of Dinajpur 
ae was one of the recognised heads of the Kayestha 
3 of Dinaipur and community; but he is about to lose this honoured 
i position, owing to the fact that he has offered 
himself for election to the Conncil of the new Province. He was held in the 
highest esteem by bis countrymen generally, but this esteem he is about to 
lose, because he is going against his country and his conscience. What 
self-respecting Bengali would consent to be on the new Council ? The 
Maharaja is making a terrible sacrifice in order to please Sir B. Fuller. 


1V.—-Native Srarzs. 


932. The Bengalec complains that the Madras Government has appointed 
a nominee of its own as Dewan of Travancore, 

ardless of the wishes of the Maharaja, This 
is an intolerable injustice, as in all matters of dispute between the Maharaja 
and the Government the Dewan is bound to side with the latter, although he 
is a servant of the Maharaja! Further, the appointment amounts to a 
violation of treaty rights, but this is doubtless regarded as a trifling irregular- 
ity. Isit any wonder that Native Chiefs have ceased to take any interest in 
the affairs of their States ? 


The new Dewan of Travancore. 


V.—PRrospects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


— aaa«»© 


933. The Bengalee warns the Government that the distress in the old and 
new Provinces is becoming more acute every day. 
Backergunge and Faridpur districts are already in 
the throes of a great famine, and Mymensingh, Pabna and Nadia are feeling 
the pinch of a growing scarcity. Despite the blackness of the situation, the- 
Government is not moving a finger to succour the famished. What justifica- 
tion is there for such a Government to exist? If any relief has been afforded, 
it is due to organ‘sed private effort which is the outcome of a national move- 
ment like the swadessi movement. nae 
934. The Amrita Bazar Pairita states that the official view of the 
ee situation in the new Province is remarkable for its 
optimism and unsound reasoning. Because the 
people are not dying by hundreds there is no famine! This fallacy owes its 
existence to the reports of the Government agents who travel from village to 
village to see to what extent scarcity prevails. In their tours they come across 
ordinary men and women, and at once conclude that there is no famine. | 
they think that famine kills all at once? Did they hope to see skeletons in 80 
short atime? Were the villagers asked what they lived on, and did not they 
reply, that they subsisted on boiled roots, etc., that they had their last meal 
three days ago? This is the first stage of the scarcity, and the Government 
agent un e 0 says that immediate help is not needed. He comes again 
a month after, and what does he see? Real skeletons! Relief works are then 
established, but it is too late, for hunger in its last sta 
millions just now are in acute distress, 
humanity's sake. 


The famine. 


ge is. incurable. Several 
Let the Government help them for 
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. The Bengalee writes that its are dying of starvation in 
5 : . 3 hundreds of hamlets in Backerguuge, and the 
The famine. situation, pee as it is, has been aggravated by 
the outbreak of cholera. In spite of all this = the Government has 
not taken adequate relief measures. It seems useless, Lowever, appealing to 
Sir B. Fuller. The people must, without further loss of time, ‘ake upon 
themselves the obligations of the State and do all in their power to save their 
brethren who are otherwise doomed. | ! oe 
936. The Amrita Basar Patrika considers that Babu Aswini Kumar 
Dutt’s appeal on behalf of the famine-stricken 
— should move the Government to a sense of duty. 
Public charity is serviceable up to a certain limit, but it cannot meet the urgent 
demands of millions of starving souls. This is the avowed duty of the Govern- 
ment, and a popular and decisive demand should be made for its discharge, 
If the Government responds to this demand, then thousands will be saved from 
a slow death ; but if it does not, it will render itself liable before God and the 
world. Timely precautions have not been taken, and the preventive measures 
that have actually been adopted are wholly inadequate. Only a few have so 
far been able to obtain State aid in the way of takavi advances, etc., and their 
condition is deplorable. What then must be the condition of those—and their 
number is legion—who have not received any we | from the Government ? 
Let the Government make haste. Delays will be fatal. 
937. The Amrtia Bazar Patrika writes that its Mymensingh correspondent’s 
5 letter leaves no room for doubt that the local 
— authorities are determined to give no help to the 
famine-stricken in their respective districts. The conditions on which 
agricultural loans will be a are prohibitive, and no sane man will avail 
himself of this so-called aid. Government appears to still doubt the existence 
of a famine, and its tactics clearly are to allow public charity to do the needful. 
It is therefore doubtful whether the leaders are injuring or furthering the 
interests of the vast majority by raising public subscriptions. Had the famished 
been allowed to die, Government would have been compelled to open relief 


Awnrra Basat 
PaTRIKA, 
Sth July 1906. 
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works. Would that this course could have been adopted; but alas the 


the Indians are yet barbarians and need another century’s Western culture 
before they can see people die of famine and not come to their rescue! 


2 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


938. The Bengalee complains that Sir B. Fuller has the knack of 
displeasing everybody. He has succeeded in 
exasperating the entire population committed to his 
charge, and his latest achievement has been to give serious offence to the 
Assam Planters by treating with scornful disregard their representation 
regarding the re-assessments. In spite of all the turmoil Sir B. Fuller has 
caused and continues to cause, does Mr. Morley still think it is possible to 
entrust him with the carrying out of a policy of conciliation ? 

939. Referring to the query in the Znglishman asking why this “‘ unwonted 
; egree of enthusiasm” over the Knighthood 


Sir B. Fuller and tlie tea industry. 


tha 2 of Coens ies and «conferred on Mr. Justice Chander Madhab Ghose, — 


the Amrita Bazar Patrita explains that there is 
ood reason for it. This distinguished Judge’s fearless independence brought 
im into conflict with Lord Curzon, who humiliated him by knighting a junior 


Indian J udge. This “unwonted degree of enthusiasm“ is a protest against the 
mean action of the late Viceroy. It is also due to another circumstance, 3 
it 


that the honour has come absolutely unsought. This reflects the greatest 0 
on Lord Minto, who discovered the wrong done to the Acting Chief Justice and 
righted it, A similar stir was made when Sir Henry Cotton was knighted. 
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